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Roses are not red 
ARTFIL Yarn Pattern 

 by Yana Petrova  

 

Skills level:  Intermediate 
Size: One size 

Finished measurements after blocking: 72 in. (183 cm) x 18.5 in. at widest part (270 cm x 47 cm) 

 
Roses are not red is a classic triangular shaped shawl, packed with joy! It combines three different knitting 

technics with the excitement of blending and fading colors. This project will keep your interest from the beginning 

to the end. 

It is designed to put into use your leftover fade project yarns and that special Ombré or gradient ball of yarn you 

bought and still don’t know what to do with it. Although the shawl was knitted with 3 colors for the first portion 

and 1 ball of gradient yarn for the border panel, you can use only one color for the first portion.  

 It starts with an easy and relaxing stockinette, some garter and easy eyelet portions, going through a basic two-

color brioche and finishing with lovely and easy to knit lace panel.  

Perfect summer shawl, covering your shoulders, it will drape in a way which is very pleasing to the eye.  

I hope you enjoy knitting it! 
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Glossary: 
CO - cast on 

RS – Right side  

WS – Wrong side 

[ ] - Repeat  

k - knit 

p – Purl 

inc. - Increase  

pm – place stitch marker 

sm - slip marker 

sts - stitches 

wyif - with yarn in front 

m1l – Make 1 left (see Note about increases) 

m1r – Make one right (see Note about increases) 

brk - brioche knit; knit together the slipped stitch, and it’s “yarn over”  

brp - brioche purl; purl together the slipped stitch, and it’s “yarn over”. 

kfb - knit into the front and back of the stitch (1 st inc.) 

Sl1yo – slip one stitch purlwise with yarn over  
S2kpo - slip 2 sts together as if to knit, knit 1 st, pass the 2 slipped sts over.  

 

Note about color placement:  
In the middle of the shawl you have to knit two color brioche, using one 

strand of your last fading color and one strand of your Ombré ball.  

To achieve beautiful effect the two colors should be contrasting.  
 

Note about increases:  
The pattern uses M1L (m1l) and M1R (m1r), but feel free to use any 1 stitch increase  

method such as yo (yarn over) or kfb (knit in front and in the back of a stitch) 

m1l: To “make 1 left” , pick up the strand between the stitch you knit and the one you are about to knit, 

bringing the needle from front to back. Then knit into the back of the newly formed stitch. 

m1r: To “make 1 right”, pick up the bar between the last stitch you knit and the one you are about to knit, 

bringing the needle from the back to the front. Then knit into the front of this newly formed stitch titch. 
 

 

 

 

Materials: 

Colors A, B and C : Artfil Yarn; Feather and Fade  kit – (80% Merino wool/20% Nylon; 150g.  -  

531m. (580 yds.) – 1 kit (shown here in Garden muse trio) 

Or approx 120g. of Fingering weight yarn in three colors (about 40g. of each color) that will blend 

well one in other. 

Color D: Artfil Yarn; Ombré - 100% Fine Merino Superwash; 354 m ( 387 yds) /100 g   

- 1 ball (shown here in Roses are not red) 
Needles:  US 6 (4.0 mm), 32 in. or more circular.  

Adjust needle size if necessary to obtain the correct gauge. 
Notions: Tapestry needle; Stitch markers 

Gauge (measured after wet blocking) 

19 sts X 32 rows  = 4"/ 10 cm; garter stitchs after blocking 

The gauge is not critical, however any changes in gauge may affect the amount of yarn 

needed, and the finished measurments. 
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Garter tab Cast-On :  
 With fading color A (see Note about color placement):  Cast-on 3 sts 

Knit 8 rows.  

After you worked 8 rows in garter stitch, at the end of the 8th row rotate the work counterclockwise, and pick 

up 4 stitches down the long side edge, picking up from each ridge in the garter stitch. Rotate the work once 

again counterclockwise and pick up 3 stitches along the cast-on edge.  

You should now have 10 stitches on your needle. 
 

Section 1:  
Stitch count (in brackets at the end of each RS row) is given for reference only! This section stitch count is not 

important, as long as at the end of it you have 234 stitches on your needles! 
With color A 

Stockinette: 

Row 1 (RS) : k3, pm, m1l, k1, m1r, pm, k2, pm, m1l, k1, m1r, pm, k3 ........(14) 
Row 2 (WS): k3, sm, p to marker, sm, k2, sm, p to marker, sm, k3 

Row 3 : k3, sm, m1l, k to marker, m1r, sm, k2, sm, m1l, k to marker, m1r, sm, k3  ........(18) 

Row 4 : k3, sm, p to marker, sm, k2, sm, p to marker, sm, k3 

Rows 5 - 20: Repeat row 3 and row 4, 8 (eight) more times. ........(50 ) 

Garter  

Row 21: k3, sm, m1l, k to marker, m1r, sm, k2, sm, m1l, k to marker, m1r, sm, k3 ........( 54) 

Row 22: k3, sm, k to marker, sm, k2, sm, k to marker, sm, k3 

Row 23 and Row 24: Repeat row 21 and row 22, once more. ........( 58) 

Eyelet  

Row 25: k3, sm, m1l, k1,[yo, k2tog] to marker, m1r, sm, k2, sm, m1l, [yo, k2tog] to 1 st. before marker, k1, 

m1r, sm, k3........( 62) 

Row 26: k3, sm, k to marker, sm, k2, sm, k to marker, sm, k3 

Row 27 and Row 28: Work garter rows 21 and 22, once. ........( 66) 

Rows 29 – 52 : Work stockinette rows 3 and 4, 12 (twelve) times ........(114 ) 

Rows 53 – 62: Work garter rows 21 and 22, 5 (five) times . Break color A........(134 ) 

Join color B 

Rows 63 – 74 : Work stockinette rows 3 and 4, 6 (six) times ........(158 ) 

Row 75 and row 76: Work garter row 21 and row 22, once ........(162 ) 

Row 77 and row 78: Work eyelet row 25 and row 26, once ........(166 ) 

Rows 79 – 82 : Repeat stockinette row 3 and row 4, twice. ........( 174) 

Row 83 and row 84: Work garter row 21 and row 22, once ........(178 ) 

Row 85 and row 86: Work eyelet row 25 and row 26, once ........(182 ) 

Ros 87 –90 : Repeat stockinette row 3 and row 4, twice. ........( 190) 

Row 91 and row 92: Work garter row 21 and row 22, once ........(194 ) 

Row 93 and row 94: Work eyelet row 25 and row 26, once Break color B ........(198 ) 

Join color C 

Rows 95 – 98 : Work stockinette row 3 and row 4, twice. ........( 206) 

Rows 99 -110: Work garter rows 21 and 22, 6 (six) times ........( 230) 

Rows 111 -112: Work stockinette rows 3 and 4, once.  DO NOT cut yarn!........( 234 sts on needles) 
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Section 2:   

Modified Brioche stitch (worked with color C and color D simultaneously) 
At the beginning of this section, you should have the following stitch placement:  

3 border stitches, marker, 113 right panel stitches, marker, 2 center stitches, marker, 113 left panel stitches, 

marker, 3 border stitches. 

To see a video tutorial of how to knit the brioche stitch, follow this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LmXiiJQGBYU 

Please note, here I use my own modified brioche stitch! It will not match exactly the regular brioche stitch 

tutorials, but if the technique is new to you, the video will help you understand the basics. 

 

Row 113A (RS set-up row 1): Attach color D (Ombré cake); k3, sm, m1l, Sl1yo, [k1, Sl1yo] rep. to marker, 

m1r, sm, k2, sm, m1l, Sl1yo, [k1, Sl1yo] rep. to marker, m1r, sm, k3   

 DO NOT TURN, DO NOT CUT YARN  

Drop your color D at the back of your work, and slide back the work to the right.  

Row 113 B (RS  set-up row 1): With color C; k3, sm, m1l, Sl1yo, [brk1, Sl1yo] rep. to marker, m1r, sm, k2, 

sm, m1l, Sl1yo, [brk1, Sl1yo] rep. to marker, m1r, sm, k3   …………… (242) TURN 

Row 114 A (WS set-up row 2): With color D; k3, sm, Sl1yo, [brp, Sl1yo]  rep. to 1 st. before marker, Sl1yo, 

sm, k2, sm, Sl1yo, [brp, Sl1yo]  rep. to 1 st. before marker, Sl1yo, sm, k3   DO NOT turn, slide back 

Row 114 B (WS set-up row 2): With color C; k3, sm, brp, [Sl1yo, brp]  rep. to marker, sm, k2, sm, brp, 

[Sl1yo, brp,]  rep. to marker, sm, k3    

Row 115A ( Brioche RS row 1): With color D; k3, sm, m1l, [brk, Sl1yo] rep. to marker, m1r, sm, k2, sm, 

m1l, [brk, Sl1yo] rep. to marker, m1r, sm, k3  DO NOT turn, slide back …………… (246) 

Row 115B ( Brioche RS row 2): With color C; k3, sm, m1l, Sl1yo, [brk, Sl1yo] rep. to marker, m1r, sm, k2, 

sm, m1l, Sl1yo, [brk, Sl1yo] rep. to marker, m1r, sm, k3  TURN …………… (250) 

Row 116 A ( Brioche WS row 1): With color D; k3, sm, Sl1yo, [brp, Sl1yo]  rep. to marker, sm, k2, sm, 

Sl1yo, [brp, Sl1yo]  rep. to marker, sm, k3   DO NOT turn, slide back 

Row 116 B (Brioche WS row 2): With color C; k3, sm, brp, [Sl1yo, brp]  rep. to marker, sm, k2, sm, brp, 

[Sl1yo, brp,]  rep. to marker, sm, k3    

 

Rows 117 - 122, Work Brioche rows 115A, 115B and 116A, 116B, 3 (three more times), cut color C 

…………… (274) 

 

Section 3:   

Lace pannel 
Lace repeats worked over 8 stitches and 16 rows. You may use stitch markers to skip counting the 8 stitch 

repeats. 

Chart: 

| O | O | | | ↖ | O | O | | | ↖ 15           

| | O | O | | ↖ | | O | O | | ↖ 13    Legend:       

| | | O | O | ↖ | | | O | O | ↖ 11    ↖  -  s2kpo  

| | | | O | O ↖ | | | | O | O ↖ 9           

| | | O | O | ↖ | | | O | O | ↖ 7    |  -  k   

| | O | O | | ↖ | | O | O | | ↖ 5           

| O | O | | | ↖ | O | O | | | ↖ 3    O  -  yo   

O | O | | | | ↖ O | O | | | | ↖ 1           

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LmXiiJQGBYU
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Set-up row 123 (RS): k3, sm, m1L, [k1, brk] to 1 st. before marker, m1R, k1, sm, k2tog, sm, k1, m1L, [brk, 

k1] to marker, m1R, sm, k3 …………… (275) 

 If you want to use stitch markers, make your set-up while knitting the next row, and should be as follow: 3 

border sts, marker, 17 repeats of 8 stitches separated by st. markers (counting the yo as 1 st), marker, center 

stitch, marker, 17 repeats of 8 stitches separated by st. markers (counting the yo as 1 st), marker, 3 border 

stitches. 

Set-up row 124 (WS):k3, sm, yo, p to marker, yo, sm, k1, sm, yo,  p to marker, yo, sm, k3…………… (279) 

Row 125 (RS): k3, sm, m1L,[s2kpo, k4, yo, k1, yo] repeat to marker, m1R, sm, k1, sm, m1L,[s2kpo, k4, yo,  

k1, yo] repeat to marker, m1R, sm, k3 

Row 126 (WS) and ALL wrong side rows: k3, p to marker, sm, k1, sm, p to marker, sm, k3  

Row 127: k3, sm, m1L, k1, [s2kpo, k3, yo, k1, yo, k1] to 1 st before marker, k1, m1R, sm, k1, sm, m1L, k1, 

[s2kpo, k3, yo, k1, yo, k1] to 1 st before marker, k1, m1R, sm,k3 

Row 129: k3, sm, m1L, yo, k2tog, [s2kpo, k2, yo, k1, yo, k2] to 2 sts before marker,k2tog, yo, m1R, sm, k1, 

sm, m1L, yo, k2tog, [s2kpo, k2, yo, k1, yo, k2] to 2 sts before marker,k2tog, yo, m1R, sm,k3 

Row 131: k3, sm, m1L, yo, k2tog, k1, [s2kpo, k1, yo, k1, yo, k3] to 3 sts before marker, k1, k2tog, yo, m1R, 

sm, k1, sm,  m1L, yo, k2tog, k1 [s2kpo, k1, yo, k1, yo, k3] to 3 sts before marker, k1, k2tog, yo, m1R, sm,k3 

Row 133: k3, sm, m1L, yo, k2tog, k2, [s2kpo, yo, k1, yo, k4] to 4 sts before marker, k2, k2tog, yo, m1R, sm, 

k1, sm,  m1L, yo, k2tog, k2 [s2kpo, yo, k1, yo, k4] to 4 sts before marker, k2, k2tog, yo, m1R, sm,k3 

Row 135: k3, sm, m1L, yo, k2tog, k2, [s2kpo, yo, k1, yo, k4] to 4 sts before marker, k2, k2tog, yo, m1R, sm, 

k1, sm,  m1L, yo, k2tog, k2 [s2kpo, yo, k1, yo, k4] to 4 sts before marker, k2, k2tog, yo, m1R, sm,k3 

Row 137: k3, sm, m1L, yo, k2tog, k3, [s2kpo, k1,yo, k1, yo, k3] to 5 sts before marker, k3, k2tog, yo, m1R, 

sm, k1, sm,  m1L, yo, k2tog, k3, [s2kpo, k1,yo, k1, yo, k3] to 5 sts before marker, k3, k2tog, yo, m1R,  sm,k3 

Row 139: k3, sm, m1L, yo, k2tog, k4, [s2kpo, k2,yo, k1, yo, k2] to 6 sts before marker, k4, k2tog, yo, m1R, 

sm, k1, sm,  m1L, yo, k2tog, k4, [s2kpo, k2,yo, k1, yo, k2] to 6 sts before marker, k4, k2tog, yo, m1R, sm,k3 

Row 141: k3, sm, m1L, yo, k2tog, k5, [s2kpo, k3,yo, k1, yo, k1] to 7 sts before marker, k5, k2tog, yo, m1R, 

sm, k1, sm,  m1L, yo, k2tog, k5, [s2kpo, k3,yo, k1, yo, k1] to 7 sts before marker, k5, k2tog, yo, m1R, sm,k3 

Rows 143 – 160: Work Rows 125 to 142 once. 

Rows 161 – 166: Work Rows 125 to 130 once. 

Row 167: k3, sm, [yo, k2tog] to marker, sm, k1, sm, [yo, k2tog] to marker, sm, k3 

Row 168: k3, p across to last 3 sts (removing ALL stitch markers), k3 

 

Bind-Off loosely! 

 

Wet block to measurements: 

 


